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Adding flavors to honey
complicates the rules

Pretty much
life size

Label information for honey producers adding
ingredients to their honey must be aware how adding
ingredients changes the regulatory status of the flavored
honey product.
Leslie Y. Cobb, food labeling compliance specialist in
the Kentucky Department of Public Health, Food Safety
Branch, says adding any ingredient to honey makes the
product no longer an agricultural commodity. The honey
producer then becomes a food manufacture, and is subject
to additional regulations.
Food manufacturers in Kentucky must have a food
manufacturing permit issued by the Kentucky Food Safety
Branch and must operate from an approved and inspected
commercial kitchen, Cobb said.
Cobb said honey, a single-ingredient product, should
be properly labeled with the word “honey” in its Statement
of Identity. Cobb advises against adding “raw,” “natural” or
“pure,” because the Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
considers those terms misleading.
See LABELS, page 5

KCARD director available to KSBA Feb. 22
At the Kentucky State Beekeepers Association
(KSBA) presidents’ meeting Feb. 22, members will have a
chance to confer with Aleta Botts, executive director of the
Kentucky Center for Appalachian Regional Development
(KCARD).
The meeting is set for 9 a.m.-3 p.m. EST at the
Kentucky Department of Agriculture’s Office of the State
Veterinarian, 109 Corporate Drive, Frankfort. Botts will be
available during the morning hours of the session.
KCARD is a non-profit organization that provides
a variety of developmental and organizational services to
Kentucky agricultural and rural businesses.
The group will also discuss a slate of officer candidates,
the KSBA 2020 budget, Articles of Incorporation, amended
By-Laws, and a proposed Code of Conduct.

The Asian giant hornet recently crossed
the Canadian border into Washington
state. It can chow down on as many as
40 honey bees per minute.

Local hornets not as big, or as bad
Hornets in Kentucky look similar to the Asian giant hornet, but are
different and less dangerous. Left, the European hornet, which was
introduced into this area; and right, the “bald-faced hornet,” a native
species more closely related to the yellowjacket. (Wikipedia photos)

Be watchful, but don’t panic;
Asian giant hornet not here, yet
Entomologists of the Washington State Department of
Agriculture (WSDA) in December, 2019, identified a large
hornet found near the Canadian border as an Asian giant
hornet (Vespa mandarinia), an invasive species not previously
found in Washington state or the U.S.
The sighting has increased beekeeper vigilance and
sparked reports of similar-looking hornets at other locations.
Blake Newton, entomologist with the University of
Kentucky (UK), says the invader is not near Kentucky.

A threat to bees
Asian giant hornets feed on insects, and are of particular
concern to beekeepers because the hornets are capable of
quickly destroying honey bee hives.
In August, a large colony of Asian giant hornets was
discovered and destroyed in British Columbia (BC). The BC
Ministry of Agriculture issued a pest alert about the detection
in September.
See

HORNET, next page
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On Dec. 8, residents of Blaine, Washington, near the
Canadian border, reported an unusually large hornet they
found on their property. Two days later, WSDA visited the
site, collected the dead specimen, and confirmed its identity a
short time later.
The residents also saw a live hornet of similar size at a
hummingbird feeder before it retreated into a nearby forest.
WSDA will conduct outreach this year to generate
public assistance in looking out for the Asian giant hornet
and reporting any detections to the WSDA Pest Program.
Additionally, WSDA is preparing plans to set traps in
the Blaine area to monitor for Asian giant hornets.
State Apiarist Tammy Horn Potter confirms that no
Asian giants were found in hornet traps she had set out in
Fayette County, Kentucky, during 2019.

(Simon Fennell photos - Sept. 2019)

The hornets we have

In the photos taken last September and submitted
by beekeeper Simon Fennell of Lawrenceburg, UK
entomologist Newton said, “You can see the red coloration
on the gena and frons starting as you move up the head. The
head shape is also a little off for Asian giant hornet.” Newton
identified the Kentucky subject as the already-present
Two-inch pest
European hornet, an introduced species.
Although it is not typically aggressive toward humans,
Kentucky is also home to the native species called the
this pest can inflict a powerful sting, and also represents a
“bald-faced hornet,” Dolichovespula maculata. Its genus
threat to honey bees, for which it has a voracious appetite.
name places it among the yellowjackets, because both species
The hornet measures up to two inches long, and
build their nests hanging from limbs. The “bald-faced
is distinguished by its large yellow-orange head. It has
hornet” is not considered a true hornet, but is more closely
prominent black eyes, a black thorax, and a black-and-yellow- related to yellowjackets, (These facts are from writer and
striped abdomen.
yellowjacket enthusiast Ann Harman, who also supplied the
Asian giant hornets nest in the ground. They are typically facts in Dr. Jay Evans’s biography, next page.)
not interested in humans, pets, or large animals, but can
The European hornet resembles the Asian giant, but the
inflict a nasty sting if threatened or their nest is disturbed.
“bald-faced hornet” has different coloration (see photos, page 1).
Asian giant hornets are typically dormant over the
winter, and are most often seen from July through October.
Health advice
The Washington State Department of Health (DOH)
advises individuals to take preventive measures when
outdoors by keeping food and drink covered or under
screens, and cleaning up by disposing of food and garbage
properly. They also counsel to avoid swatting at the hornets,
which may cause them to sting.
If you are stung, DOH recommends washing the site
thoroughly with soap and water and applying ice or a cold
compress to reduce swelling. The agency also recommends an
antihistamine or use of an anti-itch cream to reduce itching.
If you are stung multiple times or have symptoms of a severe
reaction following a sting, call 911 or seek medical care
immediately.
Its enormous size and yellow head are unique to this invasive
species. Wikipedia notes the Asian Giant Hornet adult female has a
wing span of three inches and can reach flying speeds of 25 miles an
hour. (Washington State Department of Agriculture photo)

Blake Newton, Entomology, University of Kentucky:
blaken@uky edu or (859) 257-7453.

.

Washington’s Asian giant hornet pest alert:
wastatedeptag blogspot com/2019/12/pest-alert-asian-giant-hornet html.

.

.

.
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Profile of KSBA spring meeting main speaker

Bee disease researcher Dr. Evans
to address KSBA meeting Feb. 22
Jay Evans, Ph.D., will address the Kentucky State
Beekeepers Association (KSBA) Feb. 22 spring meeting on
the topic “Genes, Germs, and Stress: Research on New Tools
for Bee Colony Management.”
Dr. Evans promises an overview
of different projects from the United
States Department of Agriculture’s
Agricultural Research Service
(USDA-ARS) Bee Research Lab,
located at the Beltsville Agricultural
Research Center in Maryland. where
he serves as research leader.
His areas of emphasis are
bioinformatics, entomology, and
genetics. In his research he uses
genetic techniques and controlled
Dr. Jay Evans.
challenge experiments to find new
ways to reduce the impacts of
parasites and pathogens.
His current projects involve honey bee immunity,
interactions among stress factors, and the development of
novel and safer controls for mites and viruses.
The Beltsville Bee Research Lab is especially interested
in how bees respond to multiple stress factors, and efforts to
help bees meet the combined challenges of disease, chemical
stress, and inadequate forage.
This laboratory, established in 1891, also focuses on
developing safe products to reduce bee diseases and other
stresses. Other USDA bee labs focus on related topics.
Beekeepers may be familiar with the Beltsville lab services
in diagnosing diseases such as American foulbrood. Evans’s
first project was to investigate how honey bees respond
to American foulbrood. From his vantage point on this
research team, he became an early proponent of the Honey
Bee Genome Project, helping to recruit and lead scientists
interested in applied genomics for bees.
Dr. Evans earned the A.B. in biology from Princeton
University, and the Ph.D. in biology from the University of
Utah.
__________
Dr. Evans’s biography details are from a Bee Culture profile by
Ann Harman. Reprinted with permission.

Dr. Jay Evans acts like a
tourist at the Arnot Forest,
an old-growth forest in
central New York State
that belongs to Cornell
University. The forest is
known to beekeepers
from studies on survival
of honey bee colonies
nesting in trees.

Free service

Lose a hive this winter?
Bee Lab can analyze why
There is no charge for lab analysis of samples by the Bee
Research Lab, Beltsville, Maryland, to help determine why
your colony failed.
Complete instructions for compiling and submitting
samples can be found at the website below. Include a short
description of the problem along with your name, address,
phone number, and email address.
Beekeepers, bee businesses, and regulatory officials in the
U.S. and its territories may submit samples. Samples are not
accepted from other countries.
How to submit samples to the Beltsville Bee Lab:
ars usda gov/northeast-area/beltsville-md-barc/beltsville-agriculturalresearch-center/bee-research-laboratory/docs/
how-to-submit-samples/

.

.

Bee Lab contact: Sam Abban, (301) 504-8821,
or samuel.abban@ ars.usda.gov.
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WINTER EVENTS

CHECK FOR UPDATES: www.kyagr.com
.

FEBRUARY



Feb. 1. South Central Kentucky Bee School. Speaker:
Kevin Hale. Allen County Scottsville High School Science
Wing, 1545 Bowling Green Road (Veterans Highway),
Scottsville. Doors open 7:30 a.m. CST for the 8:30 a.m. 3 p.m. event, hosted by Allen County Beekeepers
Association Inc. The Allen County-Scottsville Arts
Council will hold a concurrent art show and sale, free to the
public, with the theme of pollinators, flowers, and bees.
Allen County B.A. president Clifford Oliver: (270) 237-5145.



Feb. 8. Pre-register by Feb. 4 for the Southeastern
Kentucky Bee School. Speaker: Tammy Horn Potter,
Kentucky State Apiarist and USDA researcher. McCreary
Central High School, 400 Raider Way, Stearns. Registration
8 a.m. EST, opening session 9 a.m., closing session 3:15 p.m.
$20 pre-registered attendees, $25 single walk-ups, $30 preregistered couples, $40 couples at the door. Under 18 free.
Lunch and refreshments included. Vendors present. Hosted
by Big South Fork Beekeepers.

.

.
. . .
.

Contact Jessica Musgrove, 606-376-2524, or jessica musgrove@uky edu.
McCreary Co. Ext. Ofc, PO Box 278, 141 College St, Whitley City, KY 42653.
A PDF with the program: mccreary ca uky edu/sites/mccreary ca uky
edu/files/bee_school_2020_program_1 pdf.

. . .





Feb. 11. Lake Cumberland Beginner Beekeepers
School. Second of five classes (Class 1 was in January),
followed by Class 3 Feb. 25, Class 4 March 24, and Class 5
April 28.
Beth Wilson: beth.wilson@ uky.edu
Feb. 15. Eastern Bluegrass Extension Bee School.
Clark County Cooperative Extension Service, 1400 Fortune
Drive, Winchester. Speaker: Tammy Horn Potter.
Beginners session 9 a.m. to noon EST. A advanced session
1-4 p.m. $12 to attend one or both sessions. Pre-registration
preferred. Lunch included in registration. Coordinated by
Clark, Estill, Madison, Powell, and Nicholas County
extension services.

.

.

David Davis, Clark Co. ANR Extension Agent: david davis@uky edu.
Clark Co. Extension Service, (859) 744-4682,
or Lawrence Caudle, Powell Co. Extension Service, (606) 663-6405.



Feb. 22. Kentucky State Beekeepers Association
Presidents Meeting, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. EST. Kentucky
Department of Agriculture, Office of the State Veterinarian,
109 Corporate Drive Complex, Frankfort. (See story, page 1.)



Feb. 22. Beekeeping 101, Northern Kentucky
Beekeepers Association. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. EST. Speaker:
Jim Coss. 1824 Patrick Drive, Burlington (use lower
entrance). Free and open to the public. Bring a bag lunch;
soft drinks provided.

More information: nkybeekeepers.com.



Feb. 25. Lake Cumberland Beginner Beekeepers School.
Third class of five.

.

.

Beth Wilson: beth wilson@ uky edu

 Feb. 29. 11th annual Northeastern Kentucky
Beekeeping School. Keynote Speaker: Kamon Reynolds.
8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. EST. Maysville Community and
Technical College, 1755 U.S. Hwy 68, Maysville. $25 for
pre-registration, $30 walk-in, $7.50 for 12 and under. Price
includes access to up to four classes of the 20 held, access
to vendors, ticket for door prizes, and a Fazoli’s hot lunch.
Hosted by the Licking River Beekeepers Association.
Pre-register: Bob Fore, loribob10@hotmail.com or (606) 247-5817.
Follow Licking River Beekeepers on Facebook for latest information.

MARCH



March 7. Audubon Beekeepers Bee School. Keynote
Speaker: Tammy Horn Potter, Kentucky state apiarist.
Henderson County Cooperative Extension Expo Center,
3341 Zion Road, Henderson. Pre-registration $15 for adults,
$5 for 12 years and younger. Registration at the door, $20.
Lunch included.
More: Larry Stone, (270) 339-7245; Jan Powell, (270) 860-2942;
or audubonbeekeepersassociation com.

.



March 7. Pre-register with forms sent online or
postmarked by March 2 for Bluegrass Beekeepers
School. Kentucky State University, Frankfort. Speaker:
Dr. Clarence Collison, entomologist emeritus, Mississippi
State University. Registration 8 a.m. EST, opening session 9
a.m. Classes will be held for first- and second-year beekeepers,
as well as classes on queen rearing, candle making, honey
labeling, treating for Varroa mites, and other topics. School
concludes at 3:30 p.m. Pre-registration $35 adults, $10
high school age and younger. Family rates: $45 for one
adult and two or more children, and $70 for two adults
and two or more children. Registration at the door $45
per adult, $15 per child. Lunch included.

.

Registration form: bluegrassbeekeepers com/wp-content/
uploads/2020/01/2020-BBS-pre-registration pdf
To register and pay online: beeschool eventsmart com/events/bluegrassbeekeeping-school/.

.

.

See

.

EVENTS, next page
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ABF
honors
Preston

March 21. Ohio County Beekeepers Association
School. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. CDT. Ohio County Extension Office,
1337 Union Street, Hartford. Speaker: Tammy Horn Potter.

.

More: ohiocountybeekeepers@ gmail com;
or call or text Kristi Willoughby, (270) 775-2446.



SARAH PRESTON of the
Certified Kentucky Honey
Program (CKHP),
a Kentucky delegate to
the American Beekeeping
Federation meeting, was
named to the Selection
Board that selects
candidates for board
membership.

March 28. Kentucky State Beekeepers Association
(KSBA) spring meeting, Elizabethtown. Speaker:
Dr. Jay Evans, research director of the USDA-ARS Beltsville
Bee Lab. See story, page 3. Hardin County Beekeepers
Association Beekeeping School. 8 a.m. 5 p.m. EDT. Elizabethtown. Cost $25. Kentucky State
University mobile autoclave scheduled. Both events at
Elizabethtown Community and Technical College, Regional
Postsecondary (FPC) Building, 600 College Street Road.

.

.

More: kybees org, and hardincountybeekeepers org.

APRIL



LABELS

April 4. Honey Depot Spring Beekeepers School.
Cedar Ridge Retreat Center, 4010 Old Routt Rd, Louisville.
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. EDT.

Instead, Cobb recommends adjectives that give the
consumer information about the season, and that describe
whether the honey has been analyzed for the type of honey
varietal.
You don’t have to make claims about the floral source of
your honey, but whatever description you use must be truthful
and not misleading. If you have lab-backed proof that the
plant or blossom on the label is the chief floral source of the
honey, then names such as “Orange Blossom Honey,” “Clover
Honey,” or “Wild Flower” would be acceptable, Cobb said.
If a food consists of honey and a flavor ingredient,
such as natural raspberry flavor, then the food product is
considered to have a characterizing flavor, and must be
labeled in accordance with 21 CFR 101.22(i).
If an ingredient is added to honey, requirements change
for the Statement of Identity, Cobb said. For example,
raspberry flavoring added to honey would change the label’s
proper Statement of Identity to “RaspberryFlavored Honey.”
Cobb said labels for containers of honey
with added ingredients shall include an
Ingredient Statement listing each ingredient by
its common or usual name, in descending order
of weight. For example, “Ingredients: Honey,
Natural Raspberry Flavoring, Red 40, Blue 1.”

Fee and registration information on this and other spring 2020
educational workshops: HoneyBearFarmsKY com.

.



April 9-11. Lake Barkley Beekeepers School.
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. CDT daily. Kent Williams residence, 580
State Route 385 North, Wingo. No cost to attend, but
donations accepted. Lunch is provided by Lake Barkley
Beekeepers Association. Basic hive inspection, equipment
assembly, pests and diseases, queen rearing (beginning and
advanced)swarm trapping, dowsing for bees, value added
products from the hive, nuc and package installation.



April 23-26. Eastern Kentucky Four-Day Intensive
Queen Workshop. Pike County Cooperative Extension
Office, 148 Trivette Drive, Pikeville. Fee: $175, in advance.
Limited to 20 participants. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. EDT.

Pike County Extension Office, (606) 432-2534 or Neil Hunt, (606) 794-9081.

SAVE
the DATES

APRIL 6-7

Pollinator Stakeholders’ Spring Meeting
KENTUCKY DAM VILLAGE STATE RESORT PARK

•

. . . from page 1

Leslie Y. Cobb, Kentucky Department of Public Health,
Food Safety Branch: (502) 564-7181,
or leslie cobb@ ky gov.

.

.
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LEAD offers associations assistance with pollinator projects
A new non-profit organization seeks to connect
associations with grant funding to benefit pollinators.
LEAD for Pollinators (which stands for Leadership,
Education, Action, and Development). will act as a catalyst,
facilitator, and collaborator to local and state beekeeping
and agricultural associations, supporting the work of local
and state beekeepers and others who work for environmental
sustainability.
Executive director Michele Colopy and coordinator
Terry Lieberman-Smith say their experienced, diverse,
dedicated individuals bring 35 years of combined experience

New wax moth pesticide
gathering EPA approvals
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is moving to
register a pesticide product containing Bacillus thuringiensis,
subsp. aizawai, strain ABTS 1857 (“BTA ABTS 1857”) to
prevent and control greater wax moth (Galleria mellonella)
larvae in beehives.
Adult female moths enter hives at night and deposit eggs
in the hive. The moth larvae then burrow through and destroy
honeycombs as they feed.
The moth larvae will similarly damage stored honeycomb
frames, if conditions of temperature, lighting, and ventilation
are appropriate. (One beekeeper reports ending a wax moth
problem by keeping his winter-stored equipment under lights
all the time.)
The active ingredient in this pesticide produces a protein
toxic to the larvae. Commercial and hobbyist beekeepers
would apply a dilute solution of BTA ABTS 1857 to empty
honeycomb frames prior to winter storage. EPA expects
minimal to no exposure to honey bees and other nontarget
organisms because of the one-time method and timing of the
application.

to the health and sustainability of honey bees, native
pollinators, and the keepers of the ecosystem. Specifically the
organization wants to assist association boards in focusing
on service to members and the community, and to help plan
conferences or special events.
Colopy suggests that LEAD can help associations write
or manage grants; motivate skilled, creative, energized
beekeepers to serve 21st-century associations; and educate
and motivate management and board members.

.
.
.

Website: leadforpollinators org.
Michele Colopy, (330) 803-3449, ExecDir@ leadforpollinators org.
Terry Lieberman-Smith, (937) 272-6549, Coordinator@leadforpollinators org.

Your innovation can earn cash
from Bee Culture ideas column
The newest column in Bee Culture, All Around the
Beeyard, is a page of good ideas sent in by readers to
make life in the apiary faster, simpler, easier, cheaper and
better - good ideas, homegrown and shared by those
who first saw the good idea.
The column wants the great ideas you can’t buy
from a catalog — the ideas real-life beekeepers use to fix
it, move it, make it, shake it, show it, know it, record it,
get to it, or anything else that makes work easier, faster,
smarter, better, cheaper, or just plain more fun?
To enter, sum up your idea in a paragraph or two and
a drawing or photo of what it looks like. Best idea each
month wins $100, and other selections get a free oneyear subscription to Bee Culture.
Email submissions with “All Around” in the subject line
to jerry@ beeculture com.

.

State Fair prize-winning Pumpkin Chocolate Chip Honey Bread
1. Preheat oven to 325°F. and grease a 9x5 inch
loaf pan.

6. Pour into the pan and sprinkle the top
lightly with cinnamon.

2. In a large bowl, beat oil and honey together.
Add the eggs and whisk until blended.

7. Bake 55-60 minutes or until a toothpick
inserted in the center comes out clean.

Add the pumpkin puree, milk, pumpkin
spice, baking soda, vanilla and salt.
Whisk to blend.

8. Remove from oven and let stand for 10
minutes in the pan.

⅓ c. vegetable oil

1 t. vanilla

½ c. honey

½ t. salt

2 eggs

1¾ c. all-purpose
flour
3.
½ c. dark
chocolate chips

1 c. pumpkin purée
¼ c. milk
1½ t. pumpkin spice
1 t. baking soda

Pinch of
cinnamon

4. Stir in the flour until combined.
5. Coat the chocolate chips with a small
amount of flour. Stir in chocolate chips.

9. Remove from pan and allow to cool
completely on a cooling rack.
from Angela Decker, Louisville
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Beeswax benefit highlights American Honey Show
Troy Winters really racked up
at the Honey Show Auction at ABF!.

The American Honey Show
showcases the best examples of
honey and beeswax. It includes
18 classes: 12 for honey, five for
beeswax, one for beeswax art and
the gift box class. The gift box
theme for 2020 was “To Your
Health.”
After the entries were judged,
they were auctioned to benefit the
American Honey Queen Program.
Kentucky beekeeper Troy Winters
supported the auction effort
with purchases of the pictured
beautiful beexwax artworks.
Winters’s winning bids are
going to a good cause: Kentucky
will host the American Honey
Queen and possibly the Princess
this year at the Kentucky State
Fair and the Bluegrass Beekeepers
School.
Among Winters’s newly acquired award-winning treasures are
a delicately sculpted beeswax princess (left) and a detailed
forest landscape complete with bee hives (below).
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